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City’s Opera House drew
mixed reviews in 18803

By SUSAN WRIGHT
Gaaete reporter
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For 110 years the center of city
‘government has been i the building
at the southeast comer of Willi
and Sandusky strets. For the first
half of that era, the comer also was
ot g o o i ey,

n 1879, voters approved funds
for the corstruction of a new city
hall, The building would include a
second-floor opera house, the city
fathers decided.

“After months of weary waiting
and anxious expectation the city
Opera House,In the new city hai
building, was formally opened last
evening to the public ...

of our city
istory as one of the great occur-
rences of the times, * the March 30,
1882 Gazette

“The building had been under con-
struction for nearly three years.
residents” patience was growing
thin; the cost of the building was
exceeding the carlier estimates. Vot~

building and furnishings was esti-

000. The Gazette

called it Delaware’s “White Ele-
ot

versies arosc
darin the progress of compleing
mg ow, and we have n o 58y -
let us accept the situat grace-
fully 2 possivle and exhbi & u-m
some degres of pride i the samer”

e Gareie repocicd, aher  splen-
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Gazette

i teview of the first. performance
on March 29,1

Noeres Vil In 11" a come-
dy adapted from a Mark Twain
story, was the opening night’s bill
by dhe John Raymond company.
People came from Marion and
Marysville for the event. Admission
focs ranged from 75 cens 105150

15 ot Exshionable Assciblage
that was ever present at a public en-
tertainment in the city,” The Gazetie

reported.

“The 1,050 seats in the hall were
not full ihe first night. The Gazette
reported the comedy troupe “played
o fair-sized audience last cvening.

Everybody was disappointed with
the attendance and a large number
of seals in every part of the house
Were. empty during the entire
evening.”

d floor of city hall i
cluded 3 public suditorium at the
south e
north, The opera hall was mmy
decorated with art work, statucs,
chandeliers, and a domed ceiling.
The acoustics were.

‘portant consideration for any
forming area in the days before
clectronic sound equipment was

52

could casily be understood in the
of the room, The
Gazette e

By all accounts it was considered
one of the most clegant of all opera
housesin Oho |

st floor included the firc

department with stables fof the

ublic library, city council

chzmbcrs‘ afﬁccs, a courtroom, &

vault, and a prison for both male
and fmale prisoners.

Odms from the horse stables
below often drifted upstairs, and
were annoying 1o the audacnocs en-
joying the stage productic

ASEthe lood of cultue poured
into the city, Delawareans res
ed with ittle cnthusiasm. Just one
month aftr the opening, only 3
handful of people came 1o sec “Jane
Eyre,” featuring Charlotte Thomp-

son.
“Delavare is being 'showed to
death,* The Gusete eported in o
April 20, 1882 editior
Some thought that the price
for renting the hall, and ultimately
the cost of the tickets — was 100
high.
te reported: “It is quite
evident that the price charged for
use of the City O
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