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United Church WIili Be i{nown e
the First—Union of Members, Prop-
erties and Debts—End of = Loug
Chureh Fight.

*

The First Cumberiand Presbyterian
congregation, whose house of worshlp is
located at Wylle avenue and Congress
street, has apparently reached the last
chapter in its troubled hist ory and will
soOn cease to exist except In name. Ar-
ranggments have been made for a con-
solidation with the Shady Avenue church
of the same denomination, the resulting
body 10 ke called the First Cumberiand
Presbyterian oiurch of Pittsburgh, It
geelns w be the sort of a consideration
that took place between Jonah and the
whale, the Shady Avenue church in this
cRs3e representing the whale with the
First church reposing in ils somewhat
contract=d interior.

Citizens of middie age remember the
time whes the First church worshiped

in a butiding which stocod on tKe gite now
occupied by the Duquesne club. The lo-
cation became undulrable owing toc the
encroachiments of business and t prop-
erty was sold for about §0,000. Of this
sum about §10.00¢ was used In the satisfac-
tion of a mortgage which rested upon the

property and shnost the entire remainder
was invested in the present properiy on

Wylie avenue, The church did not pros-
per in the new locality. One pastor after
anothor tried to make a success of I,
but every «ffort was more or less of a
failuro. in 1884 Rev. C. H. Lincoln took
chiarge of the church and thers was a
vear of prosperity. At the ciose of the
Vear some troubles areose which made
the churcn famous In the ecclesiastical
anuals of the city.

Avpenled to thes Courts.

Complications arose and both ecclesias-
tical and ecivil courls were appealed to,

This was disastrous tc the congregsation,
which came cut of {ts troubles very much
weakened. 1! wes decided that success-
ful work ccul@ not be dons In that lo-
callty, and a movement to sell the prop-
erty and seek & new lecation was put on
foot. Then It was found that the mem-
bers, who were scntliered thronghou tbe
two citles would greatly differ in opinion
as (o where the new church should lo-
cated and that unanimmous action in the
matiter was Impossible., The church de-
cided to throw the responsibility on the
general board of home missions, located
in St. Louls, and so deeded all its pron-
erty to the board with the provigo, among
others, that the proceeds of the
propérty, if soid, s=hould be used (o the
establishment and support of missions in
the ¢itles of Pittsburgh and Allegheny.
The rd also was 10 supply the pulpit
as a mission station

In a¢cordance with this arrangement
the bhoard secured the gervices of Rev.
D. E Bushneil, D Y. who assumed
charge of the mission early last year He
found up-hill work, and there was not
much prosperity. In spite of his efforts
to restore the suspended animation ef
the church or at least to galvanize what
most people considered a corpse, the
beard concluded at the end c¢f the yvear
that the experimient was not a success
and did not relurm Dr. Bushnell

The presbLytery has taken the matter In
hand and has recommended a consolida-
tion of the two churches named, The
Shady Avenue chureh has zbout 200 mem-
bers and a debt. 1t is expected to come
with its members, property and debt into
the First chiurch and assume ts name in
order that certain ;rog ertyv rights of e
old church may not be disturbed The
consolidation wt‘l bring together two
gets of members, two church properties
and two debts., In the end it is expected
one church withont debt will be the
result. There ure some detalis to be ar-
ranged, «5 the board of home missions
it a pariy to the transaction, having full
charge of the First church property. It
is understood it will insist upon such
share of the proceens of t.be old ‘hqr(‘\
proparty as will snable 1t to estadlish a

mizslonin some desirable localtiy In Pltte-
burgh or Alleghenv.

"‘hu Shady Avenue cliurch has already
acted in ths matter and agreed to respect
the recommendation of the presbytery in
x‘vgnrd to eonsoildation, and- the Flrst
church is willing. The g¢ld property on
Wille avenue has been placed on the
merket and the new chureh. or rather
the old one, with its acquisition, wili »e
iocated on Shady svenue. Practiealiy the
First church has cled of internal troubls
and will ilve henceforth as the reswt of
a transfuslon of bLlogd.
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